1 PAGE, TASK 1: Leadership and Negotiation, DUE SEP 27, 9PM 
You will compose a block-style letter in response to the company email you recently received. The business letter should be addressed to Mr. Bezos, the CEO of Amazon.  As you consider your response, do not forget to apply the Rogerian argument.   You should remember to maintain an objective stance, use neutral language, and seek compromise. Good negotiating skills are valued highly in the workplace, and your ability to compromise is an important life skill. 
This is Company Email:
You have worked for Amazon in the corporate office for six years, but you have not had an increase in salary for over five years. You have a strong work ethic, and you are rarely out of the office for illness. You recently discovered the rent on your condo has gone up by 15%; and yet, your salary has remained the same, $80,000 per year. Despite not receiving a raise, you enjoy working at Amazon, and you have contributed to distribution innovation and online business networking. Your contributions contributed to Amazon’s 40% increase in profit.  Moreover, your contributions were recognized by Mr. Bezos, the company CEO. Although the company has over 300,000 employees worldwide, the company has continued to gain market share and increased profits.
You have never considered leaving Amazon, for the company benefits are excellent; you have 401K options, tuition assistance, 24 days of leave, and financial aid repayment assistance. Recently, however, the company human resource department has communicated there will be no raises for next year, despite increased company profits. Mr. Bezos, the company CEO, stated that increased costs in shipping, distribution, theft, and production costs have contributed to Amazon’s inability to support salary increases across the company. Moreover, Amazon has pledged to increase its fleet of automated cars as a way to reduce employee hours at distribution centers across the country. The rising cost of employee benefits, especially health benefits, has also contributed to Amazon’s inability to support salary increases. You remain cautiously optimistic and are seeking ways to change your present circumstances.
Jeff Bezos, President
Amazon Headquarters
410 Terry Ave. North
Seattle, WA 98109-5210
 


1 PAGE, TASK 2, DUE SEP 29, 9PM
Performance Task: Composing a Rogerian Argument in a Form of Letter 
Instructions:
Performance Task: A group of parents and teachers in your school has made a proposal to the school board. In their proposal, they are suggesting that the school join in a national movement called “Shut Down Your Screen Week.” The parents and teachers in the group believe that not using any electronic media for an entire week would be good for students for many reasons. They have taken the proposal to a teachers’ meeting so that teachers can discuss the issue of whether or not to ask their students to participate in the “Shut Down Your Screen Week.” The teachers have decided they would like to hear from the students before they decide.    
· This is not a simple issue, so you need to think very carefully about it. You have four texts to read relating to the issue: “Social Media as Community (Links to an external site.),” “Is Google Making Us Stupid? (Links to an external site.),” “Attached to Technology and Paying a Price (Links to an external site.),” and “An Ugly Toll of Technology: Impatience and Forgetfulness (Links to an external site.).” To compose your response, you will use the four texts! 
· As you read and/or annotate these texts, think about what they show you about the issue. Think about what position you will take and what evidence you will use to support your thinking. You must use all four texts to compose your argument, and you must use in-text citations when quoting, paraphrasing, or summarizing source materials. You may use your APA Pocket Manual.  You must also include a separate reference page.
· Finally, write a Rogerian argument essay, in the form of a letter to share with teachers and administrators explaining your thinking. You will present the student’s perspective, for most students do not wish to turn off their cell phones.    
Mailing Address:
Methodist High School
1256 Academic Drive 
Fayetteville, NC 28311
Guidelines
Performance Task: Composing a Rogerian Argument    
Format: APA 
Other Requirements: Letter (e.g. Date, Greeting, Block Style, Closing)    
Length: Minimum 1 page (275+ words)   
Purpose: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  


Please follow this Rogerian organizer here! 
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1.2-2 PAGES (at least 200 words on each), TASK 3: SHORT QUESTIONS, DUE 0CT 07, 11PM 
1.  Is Christina Rossetti's "Goblin Market" just a fairy tale poem about a couple of sweet young farmer girls and some goblins and fruit, or might there be something more complicated going on beneath the surface? What if I told you that this very poem, written by a Victorian woman in the 1850s, was actually published along with some graphic illustrations in a 1973 issue of Playboy magazine? How might that change your reading of Rossetti's poem? Any specific examples from the poem that stuck out to you while reading it?
2. After reading Walter Pater’s “Conclusion” from Studies in the History of the Renaissance in the Norton Anthology, as well as "The Preface" at the beginning of Oscar Wilde's The Picture of Dorian Gray, discuss what you think both of these writers were trying to say in each of those pieces? What is your interpretation of Pater and Wilde in terms of what they think about art and morality, in relation to the "Conclusion" and "The Preface"?






























Additional Info: 
Christina Rossetti's "Goblin Market": https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44996/goblin-market 

"The Preface" at the beginning of Oscar Wilde's The Picture of Dorian Gray:
https://www.d.umn.edu/~cstroupe/handouts/8906/wilde_preface_dorian_gray.pdf 
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Conclusion”
Aeyei Jiov ' HpaKA ¢i.Tog om. loLviv “fojpei Kai ovdev flivei”

To regard all things and principles of things as inconstant modes or fashions.
has more and more become the tendency of modern thought. Let us begin
with that which is without—our physical life. Fix upon it in one of its more
exquisite intervals, the moment, for instance, of delicious recoil from the flood
of water in summer heat. What is the whole physical life in that moment but
a combination of natural elements to which science gives their names? But
those elements, phosphorus and lime and delicate fibers, are present not in
the human body alone: we detect them in places most remote from it. Our
physical life is a perpetual motion of them — the passage of the blood, the waste
and repairing of the lenses of the eye, the modification of the tissues of the
brain under every ray of light and sound — processes which science reduces to
simpler and more elementary forces. Like the elements of which we are com-
posed, the action of these forces extends beyond us: it rusts iron and ripens
corn.? Far out on every side of us those elements are broadcast, driven in many
currents; and birth and gesture and death and the springing of violets from
the grave are but a few out of ten thousand resultant combinations. That clear,
perpetual outline of face and limb is but an image of ours, under which we
group them —a design in a web, the actual threads of which pass out beyond
it. This at least of flamelike our life has, that it is but the concurrence, renewed
from moment to moment, of forces parting sooner or later on their ways.

Or, if we begin with the inward world of thought and feeling, the whirlpool
is still more rapid, the flame more eager and devouring. There it is no longer
the gradual darkening of the eye, the gradual fading of color from the wall—
movements of the shore-side, where the water flows down indeed, though in
apparent rest—but the race of the midstream, a drift of momentary acts of
sight and passion and thought. At first sight experience seems to bury us under

5. A powerful ltalian family during the Renais-
sance. notorious for scandalous conduct

6. Helen's father was Zeus (who approached Leda
in the form of 8 swan).

7. This brief "Conclusion" was omitted in the sec-
ond edition of this book, as | conceived it might
possibly misiead some of those young men into
whose hands it might fall. On the whole, 1 have

thought it best 1o reprint it here, with some slight

changes which bring it closer to my original mean-
ing, 1 have dealt more fully in Maritis the Epicuromn
with the thoughts suggested by it [Pater's note to
the 3rd edition, 1888

8. Heraclitus says, "All things give way: nothing
remaineth” [Pater’s translation]. The Greek phi-
losopher was active ca. 500 8.c

9. Grain.
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@ flood of external objects, pressing upon us with a sharp and importunate
reality, calling us out of ourselves in a thousand forms of action. But when
eflection begins to play upon those objects they are dissipated under its influ-
ence; the cohesive force seems suspended like some trick of magic; each object
s loosed into a group of impressions —colour, odour, texture—in the mind of
the observer. And if we continue to dwell in thought on this world, not of
objects in the solidity with which language invests them, but of impressions,
unstable, flickering, inconsistent, which burn and are extinguished with
consciousness of them, it contracts still further: the whole scope of observation
is dwarfed into the narrow chamber of the individual mind. Experience,
already reduced to a group of impressions, is ringed round for each one of us
by that thick wall of personality through which no real voice has ever pierced
on its way to us, or from us o that which we can only conjecture to be without
Every one of those impressions is the impression of the individual in his iso-

on, each mind keeping as a solitary prisoner its own dream of a world
Analysis goes a step farther stll, and assures us that those impressions of the
individual mind to which, for each one of s, experience dwindles down, are
in perpetual flight; that cach of them is limited by time, and that as time
infinitely divisible, each of them is infinitely divisible also; all that is actual in
it being a single moment, gone while we try to apprehend it, of which it may
ever be more truly said that it has ceased to be than that it is. To such a
tremulous wisp constantly reforming itself on the stream, to a single sharp
impression, with a sense in it, a relic more or less fleeting, of such mome
gone by, what is real in our life fines itself down. It is with this movement,
with the passage and dissolution of impressions, images, sensations, that anal-
yeis leaves off—that continual vanishing away, that strange, perpetual weaving
and unweaving of ourselves.

Pulowopluren.  says Novalis, ist dephlegmatiuren. vwsficiren The service of
philosophy, of speculative culture, towards the human spirit is to rouse, to
startle it to a life of constant and cager observation. Every moment some form
grows perfect in hand or face; some tone on the hills o the sea is choicer than
the rest; some mood of passion or insight or intellectual excitement is irresis-
tibly real and attractive to us—for that moment only. Not the fruit of experi-
ence, but experience itself, is the end. A counted number of pulses only is
given 1o us of a variegated, dramatic life. How may we see in them all that is
1o be seen in them by the finest senses? How shall we pass most switly from
point o point, and be present always at the focus where the greatest number
of vital forces unite in their purest energy?

To burn always with this hard, gemlike flame, to maintain this ccstasy, is
success in life. In a sense it might even be said that our failure is to form
all, habit is relative to a stereotyped world, and mear

ny two persons, things,
seem alike. While all melts under our feet, we may well grasp at any exquisite
passion, or any contribution to knowledge that seems by a lifted horizon to set
the spirit free for a moment, or any stirring of the senses, strange dyes, strange
colours, and curious odours, or work of the artist's hands, or the face of one's
friend. Not to discriminate every moment some passionate attitude in those
about us, and in the very brilliancy of their gifts some tragic dividing of forces
on their ways, is, on this short day of frost and sun, to sleep before evening.

wations,

1 To philosophiz i 1 cast off merta. o make emeel v (Germas) "Noval was the preudomym of
Fredrich vem Hasdenberg (1772 1401, German Romantc wrkr.
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With this sense of the splendour of our experience and of its awful® brevity,
gathering all we are into one desperate effort to see and touch, we shall hardly
have time to make theories about the things we see and touch. What we have
to do is to be forever curiously testing new opinions and courting new impres-
sions, never acquiescing in a facile orthodoxy of Comte, or of Hegel,’ or of
our own. Philosophical theories or ideas, as points of view, instruments of
criticism, may help us to gather up what might otherwise pass unregarded by
us. “Philosophy is the microscape of thought.” The theory or idea or system
which requires of us the sacrifice of any part of this experience, in consider-
ation of some interest into which we cannot enter, or some abstract theory we
have not identified with ourselves, or of what is only conventional, has no real
claim upon us.

One of the most beautiful passages of Rousseaut is that in the sixth book
of the Confessions, where he describes the awakening in him of the literary
sense. An undefinable taint of death had clung always about him, and now in
early manhood he believed himself smitten by mortal disease. He asked him-
self how he might make as much as possible of the interval that remained;
and he was not biased by anything in his previous life when he decided that
it must be by intellectual excitement, which he found just then in the clear,
fresh writings of Voltaire. Well! we are all condamnes as Victor Hugo' says:
we are all under sentence of death but with a sort of indefinite reprieve —les
Ihommes sont tons condamnes a mort avec des sursis indefinis: we have an inter-
val, and then our place knows us no more. Some spend this interval in list-
lessness, some in high passions, the wisest, at least among “the children of
this world, in art and song. For our one chance lies in expanding that interval,
in getting as many pulsations as possible into the given time. Great passions
may give us this quickened sense of life, ecstasy and sorrow of love, the various
forms of enthusiastic activity, disinterested or otherwise, which come naturally
to many of us. Only be sure it is passion —that it does yield you this fruit of a
quickened, multiplied consciousness. Of such wisdom, the poetic passion, the
desire of beauty, the love of art for its own sake, has most. For art comes to
you proposing frankly to give nothing but the highest quality to your moments
as they pass, and simply for those moments' sake.

1868 1873

5. French novelist and poet (1802-
quotation s tsken from his work Le Derier otir
dun Condemnd (The Lost Dy of & Conderned
French founder of positivism. Ma, 1832) “Voltaire' was the pen name of the
4 Jean-jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), Swiss.  French author and philosopher Francols-Marie
bomn French political theorist and philosopher; his  Arouet (1694-1778)
Confessios were published in 1781 and 1788, & Luke 165.
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Rogerian
State the problem you hope to resolve. By
presenting your issue as a problem, you raise
the possibility of positive change. Often,
‘opponents will want to solve the same
problem.
As accurately and neutrally as possible, state
the views of the people with whom you
disagree. By doing this, you show that you
are capable of listening without judging and
have given a fair hearing to people who think
differently from you.
The statement of understanding is also called
the statement of validity. Show that you
understand there are situations in which these
views are valid. Which parts of the opposing
argument do you concede? Under which
cconditions might you share these views?
Now that readers have seen that you've given
full consideration to views other than your
oown, they should be prepared to listen fairly to
your views. State your position.

Describe situations in which you hope your
views will be honored. By showing that your
position has merit in specific contexts, you
recognize that people won't agree with you all
of the time. However, opponents are allowed
to agree in part and share common ground.

Appeal to the self-interest of your opponents
by showing how they would benefit from
accepting your position; this concludes your
essay on a hopeful, positive note.




